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Mexican President Carlos Salinas de Gortari, Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez and
Colombian President Cesar Gaviria the "Group of Three" (G-3) invited Cuban President Fidel
Castro to a summit meeting Oct. 23 in Quintana Roo, Mexico. The meeting focused on regional
economic integration, and the current political situation in Cuba and Haiti. In a recent interview
aired by Bogota-based Radio Caracol, Colombian Foreign Minister Luis Fernando Jaramillo said
the presidents hoped to persuade Castro to accept democratic change. He added, "The last thing
we want to see is a bloodbath in Cuba...even if it would be in order to change to a democratic
system." According to US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher, Washington requested
that the G-3 governments apply pressure on Castro to hold elections. Venezuelan Energy and
Mining Ministry spokespersons told reporters that the government had not received any formal
notification from the Soviet Union to cancel the existing agreement on oil supplies to Cuba. Under
the agreement, Venezuela has shipped an average 60,000 barrels per day to the island for the past
10 years. The Soviet Union in turn has shipped a similar amount to Venezuelan clients in Europe.
Perez and Salinas reiterated previous statements on refusal to provide crude to Cuba under the
San Jose Pact. A joint statement by the G-3 presidents offered assistance in normalizing relations
between Cuba and its critics. Next, the presidents reiterated support for the condemnation of
the recent military coup in Haiti by the Organization of American States (OAS). In response to
reporters' questions on attempts to obtain pledges for oil shipments at the G-3 summit, Castro
asserted that he "never said the word `oil' even once." Cuba consumes an average 13 million metric
tons of oil per year. The Soviet Union provides 10 million MT. [On Oct. 23 in Buenos Aires, Cuban
Industry Minister Marcos Portal Leon told reporters that Havana plans to develop close ties with
Latin American oil producer nations. He said Cuba seeks to guarantee foreign investments in the
oil sector, and that such investments "particularly from Latin American countries, would produce
reciprocal benefits."] Castro told Mexican reporters that his government has always been willing to
discuss differences with US officials, but that the ball is now in Washington's court. Closer relations
with the US, he added, are not viable before the end of the US economic embargo and occupation
of the Guantanamo naval base. At an Oct. 24 press conference, President Gaviria said the G-3
presidents had emphasized the "necessity of introducing multiparty politics" in Cuba. Gaviria told
reporters that Castro had explained results of the recently concluded Cuban Communist Party
congress. According to Gaviria, Castro said reforms would permit non- Communist Party members
to participate in upcoming elections, and that over half of the party's central committee members
were replaced. In addition, Castro assured the G-3 presidents that if the Communist Party fails to
win a majority in the elections, he would retire from power. (Sources: Associated Press, 10/23/91;
Agence France-Presse, 10/22/91, 10/23/91, 10/26/91; Spanish news service EFE, 10/21/91, 10/23/91,
10/24/91; Inter Press Service, 10/23/91; Notimex, 10/22/91, 10/23/91, 10/24/91; Reuter, UPI, 10/26/91)
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